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T HE reason which has given rise to this address is the ex 
treme unwillingness which several persons have evidence 
to the regular settlement of the Chapels in the Methodist con 
nexion on what is called the Conference Plan . What privat 
reasons such persons may have is not for me to determine ; yc 
one thing is evident, that the question is not clearly understooc 
by a great majority of those, who warmly raise objections ; an 
it is my design in this address to bring the subject fairly befor 
the Methodist Societies and leave the candid and disintereste 
to judge of the merits of the case. The preachers certainl 
ought not to have an interest seperate from that of the peoph 
nor the people an interest separate from the preachers, thei 
claims and obligations are mutual, and as forming a part of th 
Redeemer s church on the earth, in order to union in the bod} 
there ought to be, in all essential points, union in sentimer 
and a perfect agreement in design : for as soul and body forr 
the man , so doctrine and discipline form the Christian. It wi 
appear evident to every unprejudiced person, that the propc 
settlement of the Chapels is closely connected with the Methcfl 
dist doctrine and discipline, and that this mode alone can secuifl 
them to their original use and prevent the property from bein' 
alienated. 

1 . For several years previous to the year 1784 , it had bee ' 
much doubted whether the Chapels were properly secured t : 
the connexion. This was a subject of considerable important 
as large sums of money had been generously subscribed toere^ 
new Chapels, for no other purpose than for the use of the Mcf 
thodist societies and the preachers appointed from time to tim { 






y the Conference. Various methods were proposed to secure 
le Chapels, not as the property of the preachers, (for they 
ave no property in them) but to their original design. Ac- 
ordingly, in the year 1784, Mr. Wesley executed the Deed of 
declarations , constituting one hundred of the travelling prea- 
hers, “ The Conference of the people called Methodists.’* 
?he design of this was to give a legal specification to that phrase 
: the Conference of the people called Methodists,” which is in- 
erted in all the deeds of the Chapels. By virtue of this deed, 
he Conference claims the power of appointing preachers to 
(reach in those Chapels, and to exercise every part of the me- 
hodist discipline. This deed of declaration, which is render- 
d legal by enrollment, is the platform of those deeds of trust, 
vhich are known by the name of the Conlerence Deeds. 

That the societies may judge for themselves, it may be ne- 
•essary to state the power of the Trustees.and how far they can 
irevent any improper steps a preacher may be induced to take 
.nd be a chebk on any arbitrary attempts of the Conference. 

]\ The persons in trust fora chapel do not, in consequence 
>f thi t trust become proprietors, but are guardians to the soci- 
ity ; whose duty it is to see that every part of their covenant is 
| kith fully executed, and to prevent any part of the property 
rom being misapplied. They have the sole right of raising 
nonies from the seats and applying it to pay the interest of 
lionies borrowed: — to defray the expense of repairs: — make 
improvements or sink the principal. And supposing there is 
10 debt on the Chapel, they can, if they choose, let the occu- 
piers of seats sit without paying any rent, or they can raise a 
und to build a new Chapel on a larger scale at any future pe- 
riod. The Conference have no claims on the pecuniary con- 
cerns of the trust; they have no right to demand a farthing, 
herefore the whole power is in the hands of the Trustees, as it 
respects a faithful application of the Chapel to the use for which 
it was erected. 

2. The power of the Trustees upon the Conference Han is 
treater than many imagine. 1 he Trustees, in union with t’ e 
leaders and stewards, *'* if they believe that a preacher, appoint- 
n ed for their circuit, is immoral, erroneous in doctrine, defici- 
“ ent in abilities, or that he has broken any of our rules, have 
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authority to summon the preachers of the district, and all th 
“ trustees, stewards, and leaders of that circuit to meet in thei^ 
Chapel on a day and hour appointed : and if the majority c 
the meeting judge that the accused preacher is immoral, eij| 
“ roneousin doctrine, deficient in abilities, or that he has broke 
“ any of the rules, he shall be considered as removed from thsfj| 
“ circuit. And if the district committee do not appoint a presj 
• ‘ cher for that circuit, instead of the removed preacher within 
“ a month after the aforesaid removal, or do not fill up tl} 
place of the removed preacher till another preacher be appoint 
ed the majority of the said trustees, stewards, and leadeij 
being again regularly summoned, shall appoint a preacher fo 
tc the said circuit, provided he be a member of the Methodis 
“ connexion, till the next Conference.'* Large Minutes p.4641 
Such then is the power of those persons who are in trus 
upon the Conference plan, and no good man would wish t 
have more power, who is studious not to seek his own, but til 
things of Jesus Christ, in the edification of the church. 

3. As the Preachers have no authority tocontroul the TrusM 
tees in the execution of their trust, nor influence but what theS 
faithfulness and usefulnes entitle them to; it will be farthe 
seen what power they have over the societies which they supec 
intend. A preacher has no power independently of the leaden 
meeting; as he can neither admit nor expel a member, unlesj 
by a majority of the leaders and stewards. And with xespecj 
to the appointment of theeircuit and town stewards and leader^ 
he can only nominate, it remains with the leaders to approv 
or reject the nomination. Now I would ask the most zealou 
objectors, what power have the preachers but that of attempt 
ing to promote the interest o t the Redeemers kingdom, an 
the spiritual improvement of the church? The Trustees 
Chapels have power to prevent the Conference from abusin 
their privilege, and the leaders have a proper check upo 
the preachers. Indeed there will he no contention foU 
power on either part when both are alive to God, for th 
* ground-work of suspicion and jealousy isowing to a loss 
simplicity ; the Christian is sunk into the mere prof essor. 

1 shall now endeavour to meet those objections which hav 
been industriously circulated with a view to prevent the regu^ 
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r settlement of the Chapels ; which objections are more plau- 
ble than sound, and have no existence but what prejudice and 
elousy have given them. 

1. It h as been objected, “ that to settle the Chapels on the 
onference Plan,- is to give them to the Conference.” Now it 
quires but a moderate share of discernment to see the fallacy 
this objection, and that it has no foundation m truth. The 
onfe**ence have no more property in the Methodist Chapels, 
)an the Em peror of France ; nor any other right, than the an- 
ual appointment of Preachers to the Pulpit, and the exercise 
: discipline. It remains with the objectors to prove the con- 
ary. 

j 2. It has been said “ but it is putting too much power 
ito the hands of the Preachers,” but let the objector say what 
e means by power; it is to be feared that the word power has 
ten used and played upon to serve a particular purpose; and 
lat some have made use of it to acquire authority and domi- 
ion for themselves. It has already been shewn, that the 

I Veachers have no property whatever in the Chapels ; and that 
le Leaders and Quarterly Metings have a sufficient check upon 
Preacher, even if lie should be so rash and imprudent as to 
tempt any thing contrary to the rules of Methodism. 

3. It has been said “ if the Preachers have not some design 
by are they so anxious to get the Chapels settled ?” For this 
:ason, because they are sensible of the evil consequences. 
they are sure, that if they are not properly secured to the use 
i the Methodist Societies on the Conference Plan, they may 
e perverted, and applied to any other use; and it will neither 
s in the power of the Preachers, nor of the Societies to prevent 
• as the persons calling themselves Trustees can apply them 
\ what use they please. 

4. It has been asserted, te that some Preachers have acted 
veiy improperly ; that in one instance a Preacher threatened 
[to lock the door of a Chapel, and said there should be no 
more preaching unless his measures were complied with: 
and that another acted in a very arbitrary way.” Now allow- 
g the truth of these two cases, does it prove that the one 
eacber had a right to lock the door ; or that the rules of Me- 
odism justihed the other ifi his injudicious measure? I leave 
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♦tip linnreiudiced to judge of the force of this objection. 
,k S ‘“Er.V.i objection, end it i. . v«y «»y » 
,„d which one might enppo.e no penton »»V' d 

tSSASi 

rlppds being' sent to London, to be enrolled in His Majesty 
„? K r«urf of Chancery But the Preachers in London hav 
™Sng“ *?l?thX2hnp«l. in Cornell, ». el*whete: th« 
^ them no authority. It meat be a bad caur|| 

which requires such a subterfuge. j • 

6 The last objection that I shall take notice o is, 

« tin- that the Conference now are a body of pious men, a 
« Safe nothing in view but the ..l.at.on ^ £„’£ 

“ may become corrupt at some future period. « 

objection all its force, what follows f Why if 
immoral in their lives, or preach erroneous doctrine, the 1 
tees have power to prevent, them from preadiing Hi any ®] 
nel settled on the Conference Plan, for the truat-cleecl, wni 
entitles the Conference to the right of the P ul P^ “ > “ 
they continue a body of men, unblamable in their U^, a 
preLhing no other doctrines, than those contained l in theR 
John Weslev’s first four volumes of sermons, and hrs -Notes 
the NewTSament, deprives them of that right, when they d 
part from such a line of conduct. t <.u( 

In addressing the Methodist Societies, am , , 1 

I am appealing in general to men of piety, cando , g 
LrSas g they h^e heard the plausible objections on fc 
one side, which have been answered they ave peparedto h^ 
what can be said on the other side of the question 
it of great importance, as it not only concerns ttepre^nt 
of Methodists, but future generations, and o i course c a ^ 
attention of all those persons who are members of the socie 

in sentiment and principle. n „,; We ^ 

1. To place the subject in as clear a light as possible, so 

to be able to judge of the consequences, it is necessary to ■ 
ride?X e t U'melnt by the frltee Plan Tins ,s becmm 
hackneyed phrase, which is made use of by those who pp 



ail 



L 



8 



£he regular settlement of the Chapels. This plan is represent- 
d as the best and the only one that can secure to the Metho- 
ists their rights, and prevent the Preachers from making any 
ncroachments. This potent scheme might be supposed to 
ossess magical properties, capable of purging the Conference 
'om corruption, and keeping the Preachers pure. Pretensions 
o greater rectitude of conduct have misled the unsuspicious, 
|Vho are not aware sf the evil it involves. But what is meant 
y the Trustee Plan ? The word trustee every one knows, 
leans, to he entrusted with the management of an estate, for 
nother. The plan then which is opposed to the Conference 
aod£ of settlement, is not upon the principle of trust, but 
lay more properly be called the proprietors plan, in which 
fcveral persons unite conjointly to exercise their authority or 
flare in the advantages. And as they each have a share in the 
hiding they may bequeath that share by will, and no person 
n deprive them of that right. TheChapels settled on what 
vulgarly called the “ trustee plan,” become the real proper- 
h of those persons, as much as any other part of their posses- 
ons. Those persons are real owners, and when the Societies 
id generous friends have subscribed liberally towards the 
acting of a new Chapel, they can, if they choose, deprive 
Jiem of the privilege of worshipping, in that Chapel, the next 
oment after the instrument is executed. Such a mode of 
ttlement is fraught with the most mischievous effects 
2 It becomes the Societies to watch with anextremelv jea- 
ns eye the designs of such persons who, though they may con- 
id for the trustee plan, under the pretence of preventing the 
nference from exercising too much power, it is to be feared 
|at, in many instances, it is from a love of power; they are 
iving to get all the power in their own hands. When this 
the case, neither the Congregation nor the Society can pre- 
nt them from applying the Chapel to any use they may 
ink proper, because it is their own property. 

8. The Leaders ought seriously to consider this subject, as 
•on this plan, they have no more right than the Preachers, 
le Proprietors can prevent them from meeting their classes, 
jding a love- feast, having the Lord’s-supper, or from exer- 
ing any other branch of the Methodist discipline they please. 



ILL 



for this simple reason, because they can shut the doors when* 
ever they plea-e. But to this it may be answered, “ these per* 
“sons are Leaders and Members pf the Society, (vve know 
“ them, cannot we confide m them?’*) Allowing this to be the 
case, does it follow, that they will continue the same zealous, 
simple-hearted Christians they first were? It is possible they 
may, but we have many awful proofs of both Leaders and Lo- 
cal Preachers who began in the Spit it and have ended in the 
Flesh. I appeal to your own knowledge, are you not acquaint- 
ed with some who once ran well : what are they now? if not 
openly profane, they are become careless and indifferent to re- 
ligion and its privileges. Linder these circumstances, can you 
so inconsiderately commit your rights without any security l 
On the Conference plan you have a permanent security, be, 
cause the law of the land guards the mutual claims of both the 
people and preachers, and it is not in the power of either party 
to prostitute the Chapels to any other purpose, than that for 
which they were built. 

4. It becomes the Societies to pause before they encourage 
a system that has so many evils attending it ; they are giving 
away their money which becomes the property of those persons 
and their heirs for ever. But supposing the present proprietors 
continue friendly, are you sure that those who succeed them 
will? In reply to this it is said, there is a 6C clause put into the 
deeds to exclude wicked persons from the trust.” This may 
appear very plausible, but if a person once becomes a Trustee, 
it is nothing but death that can dissolve his trust, for however 
wicked he may become, he must remain a proprietor and 
have the same right and influence he had before. By en* 
couraging a plan of this kind, you commit an act of injustice 
on future generations, if the Chapels are perverted from theiF 
original design. The present race of pious Dissenters have to 
lament this want of caution in their ancestors ; “ As most mo* 
“ dern socinian societies are indebted to the ecclesiastical endow* 
fc ments of the orthodox of a former age for their principal 
fC support, and many among them have received their education 
** on the same ground, we hope the Trinitarian dissenters of 
“ of the present day understand their principles a little better 
“ than their forefathers, and are in less danger of making be- 
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for this simple reason, because they can shut the doors when* 
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\" quests that may become instruments in perpetuating error.” 
The application of this remark is, that those persons who are 
Methodists in principle, and subscribe to Chapels settled on 
an improper and unsafe plan, may be giving their money to 
encourage doctrines directly opposed to those they hold most 
dear ; and their children instead of enjoying the ministry of 
the word of life, may be deprived of a right which the bounty of 
their pious ancestors entitled them to. 

To conclude; if divisions and confusion are introduced into 
the societies by a plan which is anti-methodistical, it rests with 
the promoters of these disorders to account for such conduct 
to their Maker and Judge. Brethren seek peace and pursue it 
“ be stedfast, immoveable, always abounding in the work of 
“ the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in 
“ vain in the Lord.” 
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